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Harlan County Schools 

NTI Days 1-5 

“The Great Kentucky Road Trip” 

6th Grade 
Introduction: 

On any day designated as a Non-Traditional Instructional (NTI) Day, students will be required to 

complete assignments at home. By completing work at home on the NTI days, we will not be 

required to “make-up” these missed days at the end of the school year. NTI days will count as a 

full day of instruction for both students and teachers. 

This packet contains activities for your child to complete on any day designated as an NTI day. 

On each NTI day please have your child complete the work for the specified day. For example, if 

the school cancellation notice (phone call, email, social media post) says that this is going to be 

“NTI Day #1”, please have your child complete the activities associated with “NTI Day #1”. 

Your child will be required to hand in the work for each NTI day activity within five (5) school 

days from the first day that students go back to school. Students will receive a participation grade 

based on the work they complete during each NTI day. Therefore, it is very important that each 

student complete the work assigned on each day and turn it in when school is back in session. 

 

Standards (standards are NOT to be completed as NTI day activities): 

CC.6.NS.3 – Compute fluently with multi-digit numbers and find common factors and multiples. 

CC.6.NS.8 – Apply and extend previous understanding of numbers to the system of rational 

numbers. 

CC.6.RP.1 – Understand ratio concepts and use ratio reasoning to solve problems. 

MS-ETS1 – Develop a model to generate data for iterative testing and modification of a 

proposed object, tool, or process such that an optimal design can be achieved. 

SS-06-4.1.1 – Students will use a variety of geographic tools to interpret patterns and locations 

on the Earth’s surface in present day. 

SS-06-4.4.3 – Students will explain how the natural resources of a place or region impact it 

political, social, and economic development in present day. 

CCSS.ELA-literacy W.6.6 – Use technology, including the internet, to produce and publish 

writing as well as collaborate with others. 

CCSS.ELA-literacy W.6.7 – Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on 

several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 

CCSS.ELA-literacy R1.6.1 – Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
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NTI Day #1 Activity: Harlan to Frankfort 

 

(Choose THREE of the four activities) 

 

1. Use the internet (or the handouts included) and draw a map of Kentucky. Research 

historical sites across the state. Write a paragraph about each site, and mark the location 

of each site on the map. 

 

2. Watch a YouTube video about the state capital of Kentucky. Write a one (1) paragraph 

summary of the video. 

o  https://youtu.be/xHOyI53rLFg 

 

3. Assuming the following information, Plan a budget for an upcoming road trip. 

 Gas is $2.09 per gallon 

 Breakfast will cost $10  

 Lunch is $15 

 Dinner is $25 

 Hotel will cost $75 per night 

 Vehicle gets approximately 20 miles/gallon 

o The mileage for the trip will be:  

 Harlan to Frankfort is 180 miles 

 Frankfort to Louisville is 55 miles 

 Louisville to Bowling Green is 114 miles 

 Bowling Green back to Harlan is 220 miles.  

o You will spend three (3) nights in a hotel and eat three (3) meals a day for four (4) 

days. Display the results of your planned budget (for a round trip starting from 

Harlan all the way around and back to Harlan) on a graph of your choice (bar 

graph, histogram, pie chart, etc.). Refer to the sample charts included with this 

packet if needed. 

 

4. Create a 60 second video explaining your plans for your trip. Explain where you are 

going (Frankfort, Louisville, and Bowling Green) and discuss what you plan to do at each 

location (refer to included handouts for assistance). You can email your teacher the video 

or bring a copy of the video to school when you return. 

 

Resources: internet sites, articles, map. 

 

NTI Day #2 Activity: Frankfort 

 

(Choose TWO of the four activities) 

 

1. Use the internet to research the Kentucky state flag. Write a paragraph about the history 

of the flag. Then use materials in your home to create a copy of the flag. If you do not 

have access to the internet you can read the enclosed article for the paragraph and look at 

the copy of the flag to create your model. You can take a picture of your project and 

email it to your teacher or bring the model back to school with you when we return. 

https://youtu.be/xHOyI53rLFg
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2. Use the internet to research the capitol building in Frankfort. Use materials you have in 

your home to build a model of the capital building. If you do not have access to the 

internet you can read the enclosed article for the paragraph and look at the copy of the 

capitol building to create your model. You can take a picture of your project and email it 

to your teacher or bring the model back to school with you when we return. 

 

3. Use the internet to research the meaning of our state seal. Write a paragraph explaining 

the meaning behind each part of the seal. With your description and using materials you 

have in your home, create a copy of the state seal. If you do not have access to the 

internet you can read the enclosed article for the paragraph and look at the copy of the 

seal to create your model. You can take a picture of your project and email it to your 

teacher or bring the model back to school with you when we return. 

 

4. Use the internet or the brochure, “A Self-Guided Tour of the Kentucky State Capitol”, to 

research one floor of the capitol building. Write a half-page report discussing which 

branch of government your floor represents and what that branch of government is 

responsible for. With your report (using materials you have in your home), create a copy 

of the floor you choose. If you do not have access to the internet you can read the 

enclosed brochure for the report and your model. You can take a picture of your project 

and email it to your teacher or bring the model back to school with you when we return. 

 

Resources: articles, internet, photos. 

 

NTI Day #3 Activity: Louisville 

 

(Complete BOTH assignments in Group 1 and complete ONE assignment in Group 2) 

 

Group 1 

 

 Read the attached article (Louisville Slugger’s Unlikely Homerun) and write a 

half-page summary of the article. You can email a copy of your summary to your 

teacher or bring a written or typed copy back to school with you when we return. 

 

 Watch a YouTube video of the history of the Louisville Slugger Museum. Write a 

half-page summary of the video. You can email a copy of your summary to your 

teacher or bring a written or typed copy back to school with you when we return. 

o https://youtu.be/xpR5tbBbtIY  

 

Group 2 

 

 Using the actual measurements of a Louisville Slugger bat, build a ¼ scale model 

of a major league baseball bat. Review the attached sheet or use the internet to 

research the actual measurements of a major league baseball bat. Using the 

materials you have in your home, build a ¼ scale model of a 32” Louisville 

https://youtu.be/xpR5tbBbtIY
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Slugger. You can take a picture of your project and email it to your teacher or 

bring it back to school with you when we return. 

 

 Take a virtual tour of the Louisville Slugger Museum or use the enclosed article, 

and think about all the things you would see in the museum. Create an 

advertisement (poster, PowerPoint, etc.) promoting the Louisville Slugger 

Museum. You can take a picture of your advertisement and email it to your 

teacher or bring it back to school with you when we return. 

o https://www.sluggermuseum.com/explore-the-museum/photo-gallery 

 

Resources: internet, maps, article: “Louisville Slugger’s Unlikely Homerun”, bat 

measurements included. 

 

NTI Day #4 Activity: Bowing Green 

 

(Choose ONE of the first two assignments and then COMPLETE THE THIRD 

ASSIGNMENT) 

 

1. Watch a video tour of Mammoth Cave (https://youtu.be/VFLDvzc5P2k). Write a one-

page summary of the tour discussing what you saw, what you did, and what you thought 

during the tour. 

 

2. Create a brochure promoting Mammoth Cave as a state historical landmark. 

 

3. Use the internet to research a map of the tunnel system of Mammoth Caves. Create a 

poster labeling each tunnel. 

 

Resources: internet, picture of Mammoth Cave tunnel system, Mammoth Cave brochure. 

 

NTI Day #5 Activity: Culminating Activities 

 

(Choose TWO of the four assignments below) 

 

1. Create a detailed travel brochure highlighting all steps (Frankfort, Louisville, Bowling 

Green) and historical locations. 

 

2. Create a 60 second video presenting yourself as a tour guide. Highlight each step on your 

trip. 

 

3. Complete a budget for your trip. Complete the attached budget activity sheet. 

 

4. Create a 60 second video (or write a letter) explaining what your favorite spot on your 

trip was. Be sure to explain what made it your favorite spot. 

 

Resources: internet, attached articles 

 

https://www.sluggermuseum.com/explore-the-museum/photo-gallery
https://youtu.be/VFLDvzc5P2k
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Day 1 

5 Facts About Kentucky's Capital: How Well Do You 

Know Frankfort? | Newsmax.com  

https://www.newsmax.com/fastfeatures/facts-kentucky-frankfort-

capital/2015/04/08/id/637283/#ixzz5MN46Uroj 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capitol building in Frankfort, Kentucky. (Alexey Stiop/Dreamstime.com) 

By Shawndra Russell    |   Wednesday, 08 April 2015 03:38 PM 
Frankfort is identifiable by many Americans as the capital of Kentucky, but what 

are some other interesting facts about Frankfort? Improve your knowledge about 

the Bluegrass State’s capital, located between Kentucky’s two largest cities, 

Louisville and Lexington, with these five pieces of trivia. 

 

The popular phrase ‘dog is man’s best friend’ was coined by George Graham 

Vest, a Frankfort native, lawyer and United States Senator. The phrase was 

spoken during his closing arguments in a trail in which damages were sought for 

killing a dog. Vest stated, “The one absolutely unselfish friend that a man can 

have in this selfish world, the one that never deserts him and the one that never 

proves ungrateful or treacherous is his dog.” 

 

https://www.newsmax.com/fastfeatures/facts-kentucky-frankfort-capital/2015/04/08/id/637283/#ixzz5MN46Uroj
https://www.newsmax.com/fastfeatures/facts-kentucky-frankfort-capital/2015/04/08/id/637283/#ixzz5MN46Uroj
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5280938.George_Graham_Vest
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5280938.George_Graham_Vest
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Frankfort is known for having a pair of the most beautiful state capitol buildings in 

America. The third state capitol building, completed in 1830, is now open for 

tours so visitors can see its unique self-supporting staircase, the only one like it in 

the world. The fourth and current capitol building, completed in 1910, features a 

190-foot high dome and was built with marble and granite from all over the 

world. Behind the building is a garden with a unique floral clock in a large pond. 

 

Frankfort is home to the Kentucky First Lady Doll collection. The collection 

showcases many of the inaugural gowns worn by first ladies and serves as a 

timeline of 200+ years of fashion. The doll display is located in the capitol 

building. 

 

Those planning a genealogical trip are advised to make the Frankfort area their 

hub thanks to the Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives, the Kentucky 

History Center, and the Kentucky Genealogical Society. 

 

Frankfort is home to the Buffalo Trace Distillery, a National Historic Landmark 

with the distinction of being the first to ever ship bourbon down the Mississippi 

River. It’s also a worldwide winner of more than 40 awards for its whiskey. Hour-

long tours are offered of the distillery throughout the year at various times and 

days. 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/kidspages/capitol%20facts.htm
http://state-journal.com/local%20news/2010/06/11/first-ladies-make-stylish-return-to-capitol
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Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BUDGET ACTIVITY SHEET      

(Day 1 &5) 
Destination ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Complete a budget for your trip assuming the following information — Gas is $2.09 per gallon; breakfast 
will cost $10; lunch is $15; dinner is $25; hotel will cost $75 per night; vehicle gets approximately 20 
miles/gallon—plan a budget for your upcoming trip. The mileage for the trip will be: Harlan to 
Frankfort is 180 miles; Frankfort to Louisville is 55 miles; Louisville to Bowling Green is 114 miles; and 
Bowling Green back to Harlan is 220 miles. You will spend three (3) nights in a hotel and eat three (3) 
meals a day for four (4) days. 
 

Include total costs for each item: 

Travel Costs (Round Trip) 

Gasoline: miles of trip/mpg x price of gas 

 1st Leg: (________________ / ________________) X ________________ = $________________ 

 2nd Leg: (________________ / ________________) X ________________ = $________________ 

 3rd Leg: (________________ / ________________) X ________________ = $________________ 

 4th Leg: (________________ / ________________) X ________________ = $________________ 

                 Subtotal A = $_________________  

Lodging: number of nights at motel x cost per night x number of rooms 

 __________________ X __________________ X __________________  = $_________________ 

                 Subtotal B = $_________________ 

Meals: number of days x cost per day x number of persons 

 __________________ X __________________ X __________________ = $_________________ 

                Subtotal C = $ _________________ 

 

____________________ + ____________________ + ____________________ = $__________________ 
          SUBTOTAL A                            SUBTOTAL B                         SUBTOTAL C                            TOTAL COST 
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Walking
15%

Bus
30%

Car
10%

Bicycle 
45%

SALES

 

 

  Types of Transportation 

Sample Graphs and Charts – Day 1 
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Day 1 & 3 
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Day 1 & 3 
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Day 2 

Flag of Kentucky Facts 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Flag_of_Kentucky 

History  

In the early history of the state there were many flags representing various 
affiliations or countries that people came from and settle in the area. A portion of 
the state was held by the French monarchy until the French and Indian War. After 
the war, the land was ceded to Great Britain and the Union Jack flew over the 
commonwealth until the Revolutionary War. After the Declaration of 
Independence was signed, Kentucky as a Commonwealth of Virginia flew adopted 
the flag of Virginia. As the war progressed, Louisville and Lexington adopted the 
"Betsy Ross flag". The rest of the state followed. After the war ended, the Flag of 
Virginia was restored for a short period of time. 
 
Once Kentucky became part of the Union in 1792, the state adopted the 15-star 
flag of the Union. The U.S. flag was kept as the unofficial state flag for many years 
that followed. During the American Civil War, the flag of the Confederate 
States as well as the flag of the Union flew over Kentucky with prominence 
varying on location and the progression of the war. 
 
The flag was designed by Jesse Cox Burgess, an art teacher in Frankfort, the state 
capital. The flag was adopted by the Kentucky General Assembly on March 26, 
1918, and finalized the process by including a drawing in the statutes on 1928. 
 
Design/Symbolism  
 
The flag consists of the Commonwealth's seal on a navy blue field, surrounded by 
the words "Commonwealth of Kentucky" above and sprigs of goldenrod, the state 
flower, below. The seal depicts a pioneer and a statesman embracing. Popular 
belief claims that the buckskin-clad man on the left is Daniel Boone, who was 
largely responsible for the exploration of Kentucky, and the man in the suit on the 
right is Henry Clay, Kentucky's most famous statesman. However, the official 
explanation is that the men represent all frontiersmen and statesmen, rather than 
any specific persons. The state motto: "United We Stand, Divided We Fall" circles 

https://kids.kiddle.co/French_and_Indian_War
https://kids.kiddle.co/Union_Jack
https://kids.kiddle.co/Revolutionary_War
https://kids.kiddle.co/Flag_and_seal_of_Virginia
https://kids.kiddle.co/Flag_of_Virginia
https://kids.kiddle.co/Flag_of_Virginia
https://kids.kiddle.co/Image:Star-Spangled_Banner_flag.svg
https://kids.kiddle.co/Image:Star-Spangled_Banner_flag.svg
https://kids.kiddle.co/American_Civil_War
https://kids.kiddle.co/Confederate_States_of_America
https://kids.kiddle.co/Confederate_States_of_America
https://kids.kiddle.co/Union_(American_Civil_War)
https://kids.kiddle.co/Flag
https://kids.kiddle.co/Frankfort,_Kentucky
https://kids.kiddle.co/Goldenrod
https://kids.kiddle.co/Daniel_Boone
https://kids.kiddle.co/Henry_Clay
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them. The motto comes from the lyrics of "The Liberty Song", a patriotic song 
from the American Revolution. 
Pledge 
In 2000, the General Assembly adopted the following pledge of allegiance to the 
flag of Kentucky: 
 

 
“I pledge allegiance to the Kentucky flag, and to the Sovereign State for 
which it stands, one Commonwealth, blessed with diversity, natural 
wealth, beauty, and grace from on High." 

 

 
 Kentucky State Flag Proportion  
 

 The official state flag of the Commonwealth of Kentucky shall be of navy 
blue silk, nylon, wool or cotton bunting, or some other suitable material, 
with the seal of the Commonwealth encircled by a wreath, the lower half of 
which shall be goldenrod in bloom and the upper half the words 
"Commonwealth of Kentucky," embroidered, printed, painted, or stamped 
on the center thereof.  

 The dimensions of the flag may vary, but the length shall be one and nine-
tenths (1 9/10) times the width and the diameter of the seal and 
encirclement shall be approximately two-thirds (2/3) the width of the flag. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://kids.kiddle.co/American_Revolution


  13 

 

Day 2 
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Kentucky State Capitol   (DAY 2) 

https://capitol.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx  

 

Ground was broken in 1904 and on June 2, 1910 Kentucky's New Capitol was 

dedicated with imposing ceremonies. 

 

Kentucky's Capitol is the fourth permanent building since statehood in 1792.  It 

was built to replace the earlier 1830 capitol, still standing in downtown Frankfort, 

which had become inadequate to accommodate the growing state 

government.  A long and bitter quarrel among Louisville, Lexington and Frankfort 

over which city should be Kentucky's Capital finally ended in 1904, when the 

legislature voted to spend one million dollars for a new capitol to replace the 

1830 capitol on the old public square in downtown Frankfort.  The architect's 

design was far too immense for the square, so the present site in south Frankfort 

was chosen instead.  

 

Ground was broken in 1904 and on June 2, 1910 Kentucky's New Capitol was 

dedicated with imposing ceremonies. 

 

The architect was Frank Mills Andrews, a native of Iowa who practiced in Chicago, 

New York City, Cincinnati and Dayton.  Andrews was a distinguished architect.  He 

received the Silver Medal Award from the Royal Society of Arts in 1911 for a 

paper he presented on "American Architecture" at a meeting of the Society in 

London.  A proponent of the Beaux-Arts style, many striking architectural features 

and opulent decorative finishes in Kentucky's Capitol illustrate his penchant for 

classical French interiors. 

 

The State Reception Room was designed as a place for ceremonial events.  The 

walls are decorated with pilasters finished in scagliola and murals, hand painted 

to resemble tapestries from the Gobelin Tapestry Guild.  Original to the room, the 

hand carved Circassian walnut furniture was crafted to resemble 17th century 

French Baroque pieces.  

The room was recently restored under the direction of the Historic Properties 

Advisory Commission (HPAC) and the Office of Historic Properties.  The project 

http://www.visitfrankfort.com/
http://www.historicproperties.ky.gov/adcomm/
http://www.historicproperties.ky.gov/adcomm/
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included installation of HVAC for climate control, the conservation of wall murals 

and the restoration of the decorative finishes and furniture.   

 

The elegance of the Capitol's interior was largely achieved by the generous use of 

white Georgia marble, gray Tennessee marble and dark green Italian marble.  On 

axis with the rotunda, the grand corridors feature 36 imposing columns of 

Vermont granite and delicate art glass skylights. 

 

Decorative lunettes above each staircase highlight the entrances to the House 

and Senate chambers.  Painted in oils by T. Gilbert White, both depict frontier 

scenes with Daniel Boone.  The east mural portrays Boone and his party catching 

their first glimpse of the Bluegrass region atop Pilot Knob in 1769.  The west mural 

depicts the negotiations for the Treaty of Sycamore Shoals, which lead to the 

purchase of Cherokee land that would eventually become Kentucky.  

 

Kentucky's legislative bodies meet in the House and Senate chambers.  Both 

chambers continue the classical motifs of the building, incorporating scagliola 

(faux marble) for their decorative architectural features. 

 

The resplendent Supreme Court room serves as the seat of the judicial branch of 

state government.  The room is noted for its solid Honduras mahogany paneling 

and the elegant coffered ceiling covered in Old Dutch Metal leafing, hammered to 

imitate old bronze. 

 

The exterior of the Capitol is faced in Indiana limestone and Vermont granite.  The 

richly sculptured pediment of the classical front portico was designed by Charles 

Henry Niehaus and carved by Australian sculptor Peter Rossack.  Allegorical 

figures represent Kentucky, the central female figure, with Progress, History, 

Plenty, Law, Art and Labor as her attendants. 

 

The Office of Historic Properties of the Finance and Administration Cabinet serves 

as state curator over all state owned historic properties and is responsible for the 

preservation and maintenance of the Capitol so that we and future generations 

may continue to enjoy it.  The building is listed in the National Register of Historic 

Places. 
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Day 2 

Kentucky State Capitol Facts  

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/kidspages/capitol%20facts.htm 

In 1792, Kentucky became the 15th state.  Isaac Shelby was chosen as 

the first governor.  The first General Assembly met in a two-story log 

building, and the legislators were paid $1 a day for their work.  

One of the first things the General Assembly had to do was select a 

capital for the new state.  On December 5, 1792, the town of Frankfort 

was chosen to be the capital city.   Frankfort offered to provide a 

building for the General Assembly to meet in, until it could build a 

capitol building. The first two capitol buildings were destroyed by fire 

that may have been the result of the candles that were used to light the 

buildings.  The first was destroyed in 1813 and the second in 1824.  

The third capitol building was completed in 1830.  Gideon Shryock, a 

25-year-old Kentucky man, designed the building.  The General 

Assembly met in this building from 1830 to 1910.  It is still standing in 

Frankfort and is now called the Old Capitol.  It is open for tours, and 

inside you will find a unique self-supporting staircase that is the only 

one of its kind in the world. 

The fourth and current capitol building was completed in 1910.  Made 

from marble and granite from all over the world and topped with a 190-

foot dome, Kentucky’s capitol  is one of the most beautiful in the 

nation. 

Inside the Capitol you can find statues of these famous Kentuckians: 

Abraham Lincoln, Jefferson Davis, Henry  Clay, Alben Barkley, and Dr. 

Ephraim McDowell.   

Behind the Capitol, you will find Kentucky’s floral clock.  Resting over a 

pool of water, the giant clock is 34 feet across.  It takes more than 
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10,000 plants to fill the clock.  All are grown in the state’s greenhouses 

near the Capitol.  The coins that visitors throw in the pool are collected 

and used to benefit young people all across the state.    

On the east lawn of the state Capitol, you will find the Governor’s 

Mansion.  Since 1914, the mansion has been the home of Kentucky’s 

governors and their families.   The Capitol, mansion, and floral clock are 

open for tours year-round.  

The General Assembly meets in the Capitol every year to discuss and 

pass new laws for the state. 
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Day 2 

State Seal of Kentucky  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Kentucky 

 

The Seal of the Commonwealth of Kentucky was adopted in December 1792. 

Since that time, it has undergone several revisions. The current seal depicts two 

men, one in buckskin, and the other in more formal dress. The men are facing 

each other and clasping hands. The outer ring of the seal is adorned with the 

words "Commonwealth of Kentucky", and within the inner circle is the state 

motto "United we stand, divided we fall." The official colors of the seal are blue 

and gold.[1] A version of the seal appears on the flag of Kentucky. 

 

History  

 

Provision for the creation of a seal for the Commonwealth was made during the 

first session of the Kentucky General Assembly.[2] On December 20, 1792, the 

Assembly passed an act reading: "That the Governor be empowered and is hereby 

required to provide at the public charge a seal for this Commonwealth; and 

procure the same to be engraved with the following device, viz: Two friends 

embracing, with the name of the state over their heads and around about the 

following motto: United we stand, divided we fall."[2] 

 

According to John Brown, Kentucky's first Senator, the original seal was to have 

depicted "two friends, in hunter's garb, their right hands clasped, their left resting 

on each other's shoulders, their feet on the verge of a precipice."[2] This depiction 

would represent a literal rendering of the state 

motto.[2] Lexington silversmith David Humphries was charged with designing the 

seal in 1793.[3] Instead of hunting apparel, Humphries' version depicted two men 

in swallowtail coats, and instead of a handshake, the two friends share a full 

embrace.[1] This original seal was destroyed in a fire that destroyed the state 

capitol in 1814.[1] 

 

Because the description originally adopted by the General Assembly does not 

specify what the "two friends" should look like or how they should be embracing, 

several variants of the state seal were created subsequent to the destruction of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kentucky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_we_stand,_divided_we_fall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Kentucky#cite_note-kdla-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_Kentucky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kentucky_General_Assembly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Kentucky#cite_note-preble-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Kentucky#cite_note-preble-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Brown_(Kentucky)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Senate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Kentucky#cite_note-preble-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Kentucky#cite_note-preble-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lexington,_Kentucky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silversmith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Kentucky#cite_note-smith-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Kentucky#cite_note-kdla-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Kentucky#cite_note-kdla-1
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the original. Different depictions of the seal have the friends outfitted in various 

clothing from coats and top hats to Roman togas.[3] The embrace is shown as 

clasped hands, a hug, or a handshake combined with hands on one another 

shoulders. It has even been speculated that certain die-makers have intentionally 

designed strange and unnatural poses to represent that the two friends were 

drunk on Kentucky bourbon or were demonstrating a secret handshake or symbol 

from a fraternal order.[4] 

 

In 1857, an anonymous artist was commissioned to paint the seals of the various 

states in the skylights in the House of Representatives' chamber.[4] This artist's 

depiction showed one man in buckskin boots and a hat and another in formal 

attire.[4] The two are standing in front of a row of columns and wearing garments 

resembling togas as overcoats.[4] A 1952 article in The Courier-Journal opined that 

"They stand in a halfhearted embrace, as if each startled the other with his 

gesture."[4] 

 

One particularly odd-looking version of the seal had one of the friends joining his 

left hand to the other's right, which commissioner of conservation Henry Ward 

said made the two appear to be dancing an Irish jig.[3] In 1954, Ward 

asked Louisville native Ernie Giancola to redesign the seal. Using a neighbor as a 

model, Giancola created a more natural-looking handshake for the friends.[3] 

 

In 1962, the General Assembly further clarified the look of the seal to minimize 

variation in the future.[1] They prescribed that the seal should depict "a pioneer 

meeting a gentleman in a swallowtail coat."[1] 

 

Symbolism 

 

Popular belief claims that the buckskin-clad man on the left is Daniel Boone, who 

was largely responsible for the exploration of Kentucky, and the man in the suit 

on the right is Henry Clay, Kentucky's most famous statesman. However, the 

official explanation is that the men represent all frontiersmen and statesmen, 

rather than any specific persons.[7] The motto "United we stand, divided we fall" 

comes from the lyrics of "The Liberty Song", a patriotic song from the American 

Revolution. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toga
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Kentucky#cite_note-smith-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bourbon_whiskey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Kentucky#cite_note-trout-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Kentucky#cite_note-trout-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Kentucky#cite_note-trout-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Kentucky#cite_note-trout-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Courier-Journal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Kentucky#cite_note-trout-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Kentucky#cite_note-smith-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisville,_Kentucky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Kentucky#cite_note-smith-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Kentucky#cite_note-kdla-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Kentucky#cite_note-kdla-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Boone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Clay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_Kentucky#cite_note-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Liberty_Song
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolution
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State Seal of Kentucky 
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Kentucky State Capitol Information 

https://capitol.ky.gov/SiteCollectionDocuments/CapitolBuild

ingWalkingTour1.pdf 
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Louisville Slugger’s Unlikely Home Run (DAY 3) 

David Mielach, BusinessNewsDaily Staff Writer 
https://www.yahoo.com/news/louisville-sluggers-unlikely-home-run-091224962.html 

Louisville Slugger Factory and Museum (https://www.sluggermuseum.com)  

 

When the best players in baseball step up to the plate, chances are they are 

holding a Louisville Slugger bat.  Currently, 60 percent of major leaguers use bats 

produced by the family-run company based in Louisville, Ky. 

 

Ironically, Louisville Slugger wasn't founded by a man with a love for baseball. In 

fact, J. Frederich Hillerich didn't even like baseball when he started his 

woodworking factory in the 1850s.  

 

"Hillerich was not very fond of baseball, he thought that it was a fad and a game 

for drunkards, womanizers and gamblers," said Rick Redman, vice president of 

corporate communications for Hillerich & Bradsby Co., which owns Louisville 

Slugger.  "He didn’t want his family involved with that. He wanted to continue 

making porch railings and bedposts and butter churns." 

 



  26 

Hillerich's son, John Andrew, however, did not have the same view of baseball. 

Bud, as he is  known, instead saw baseball as the perfect partner for the family 

business.  

 

"The legend goes that one spring afternoon the star player of the Louisville team, 

a guy named Pete Browning, broke his bat," Redman said. "Young Bud Hillerich 

went to him after the game, asked him to come to his father's woodworking shop 

to make him a new bat. Browning did exactly that. He went to the shop and they 

made the bat. He took it to the park the next day and went 3 for 3 and they won 

the game. The Louisville Slugger was born." 

 

 
Babe Ruth’s Bat (PSA Card)  

 

The first athlete endorsement 

The Louisville Slugger was trademarked in 1894, but its contribution to the history 

of sports marketing might be as significant as the product itself. 

"Our company was the first to sign a professional athlete to a contract to promote 

a sporting goods product," Redman said. "In 1905, we signed Honus Wagner to 

endorse and sell our bats with his name on them.  Then in 1918 we signed a guy 

named Babe Ruth." 
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Signing Babe Ruth propelled the company to a new level of notoriety. In 

subsequent decades, it signed many more of baseball's legends, including Joe 

DiMaggio, Jackie Robinson and Ted Williams. In fact, 80 percent of the hitters in 

the Baseball Hall of Fame have used Louisville Sluggers. 

 

"There is no question that having players of that stature makes a huge difference 

in that it is a signal to everyone that our company makes the best products," 

Redman said. "We work hard to identify the players we want to work with. We 

are not looking for just great hitters, we are also looking for great people who will 

represent our company well. We want to make sure to uphold the history of our 

company." 

 

Today, the company continues to produce their wooden bats in Louisville where 

they have done so for most of the company's history. Louisville Slugger moved to 

Jeffersonville, Ind., in 1976 before moving back to Louisville in 1995. 

 

Last year the company made 1.8 million wooden bats and more than 1 million 

bats from aluminum and composite materials.  The company employs fewer than 

300 employees and is able to carve a bat in 45 seconds and finish it in anywhere 

from two and six hours. The company no longer produces just bats and has 

moved into producing gloves, batting gloves and other baseball-related 

accessories. 

 

Surviving through five generations 

 

The fifth-generation family-owned company continues to thrive, in part, because 

it has maintained a quality made possible by the fact that the company  has long-

term goals in mind when making decisions. 

 

"In more than 120 years of business you will have ups and downs," Redman said. 

"We have had some really high highs and some tougher times. Our company has 

survived two world wars, a Great Depression, floods and fires, but the most 

important thing is to persevere and look at the long-term strategy." 
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"One of the great things of being a family-owned company is that we don’t have 

to make knee-jerk reactions for our business based on for the short term,” 

Redman said. "We look long term and I think that is the main reason we have 

been around for so long." 

 

Aside from planning for the future and delivering a quality product, the company 

has a passion for baseball that was passed down from Bud Hillerich.  Redman says 

it is that passion that is the best driving force and learning lesson that any 

business can take away from Louisville Slugger.    

 

"One thing our company has learned about successful businesses is they are run 

by people with a passion for what they are doing," Redman said. "Bud Hillerich 

had a passion for baseball and saw it as something that was going to grow in our 

country and a wonderful opportunity for the business. No matter what business 

you are in, you have a far better chance of being successful if you are passionate 

about your business." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of finding the size of a scale model:  

 ¼ of a 36 inch bat would be 9 inches 
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Mammoth Cave National Park Information – Day 4 

https://www.nps.gov/maca/planyourvisit/upload/Schedule_Brochure_Spring201

4-Web.pdf 
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