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Harlan County Public Schools

	Teacher’s Guide for Developing Open-Response Items
Teacher ___________________ Grade/Subject ___________________

	Academic Expectations 
Include number and written description
	

	Core Content
Include number and written description
	

	Prior Instruction or Curriculum What has occurred in the classroom prior to using this question as an assessment item?
	

	VOCABULARY Core Content and/or

Content Knowledge
	

	Select (Check) appropriate question style 
	Scaffolded 
	Single Dimension/
Component 
	Two or More Relatively Independent Components
	Student Choice: Topics/Options Provided 
	Respond to Provided Information 

	Select Bloom’s Taxonomy Verbs to be used.
Use highlighter, mark with X, BOLD, increase font size,etc.
District Power Words are underlined.

Categories described in websites such as: http://curry.edschool.virginia.edu/class/edis/560/spring99/bloom.htm  
	Knowledge
(Recall fact or theory)

Define Identify Know      Label      List     Match Name    Observe Recall Remember Show      Tell      Write

	Comprehension
(Understanding content)
Change  Describe  Differentiate Discuss        Draw        Explain         Give main idea Interpret    Locate     Restate    Review Summarize        Trace  
	Application
(Making use of knowledge)

Apply   Calculate Classify Complete Discover      Experiment Illustrate Interpret Operate   Order     Predict   Report         Solve 

	Analysis
(Taking the known apart)

Analyze Calculate Categorize Compare Contrast Distinguish Examine Explain Improve Organize Relate  Separate    Trace
	Synthesis
(Joining  in a new way) 

Arrange Change Construct Create Formulate Imagine Invent Improve Organize Plan   Prepare Propose   Set up 
	Evaluate
(Judge value of ideas)

Argue Consider Criticize Decide Defend  Evaluate  Infer     Judge Predict  Prove Recommend Summarize Support  

	Title for Open Response Item
	

	Situation  (Prompt) 

(The information which precedes the directions)

Create interest and/or provide information 
 Appropriate age and grade level language 
Real situation 
	

	Design the Directions 
Use simple and direct language. 
Be specific. 
Communicate clearly. 
	


	Scoring Guide Template 
	General Guidelines for each score point 
	SPECIFIC SCORE GUIDE

with descriptors from the Student Performance Standards 

	4
	Completes all important components 
Communicates clearly 
In-depth understanding 
Efficient, sophisticated processes 
Insightful interpretations of extensions 
	

	3

	Completes all important components 
Communicates clearly most of the time
Understands major concepts 
May omit some less important ideas or details 
	

	2

	Completes some important components 
Communicates well some of the time
Understanding is vague
Some of the process is appropriate

	

	1

	Completes few important components 
Communication poor
Minimal understanding 
Addresses only a small portion of the task 
	

	0
	Does not complete any component 
Completely incorrect 
Irrelevant to the question 
	

	Blank
	
	


	COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF INFORMATION IN AN EXEMPLARY ANSWER



Replace this statement with the Open Response Title

Replace with the Situation (Prompt).
Replace with the Directions.
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Replace this statement with the Open Response Title

SCORING GUIDE
	SCORE
	DESCRIPTION

	4
	

	3
	

	2
	

	1
	

	0
	· Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.



	Blank
	· Non-response



















